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USIAC 

USIA FOR lEU; IPS 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: SPEECH BY GERMAN PRESIDENT SCHEEL AT EORD 
DINNER 

THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT 
WALTER SCHEEL ON THE OCCASION OF A DINNER GIVEN IN 
HONOR OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
AND MRS. EORD, ON JULY 27, 1975, ABOARD THE RHINE 
CRUISER "DRACHENFELS." (TRANSCRIBED AND TRANSLATED BY 
THE USIS). 

MR. PRESIDENT, MRS. FORD, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 

A FEW WEEKS AGO, DURING THE SPLENDID RECEPTION IN FRONT 
OF THE WHITE HOUSE, I EXPRESSED THE DESIRE TO BE ABLE 
TO WELCOME YOU SOON HERE IN GERMANY. THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE FORTUNATELY FACILITATED THE QUICK 
FULFILLMENT OF THIS WISH. TODAY, YOU ARE HERE. I 
WELCOME YOU, MRS. FORD AND THOSE ACCOMPANYING YOU VERY 
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HEARTILY. YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE HIGHLY ESTEEMED, 
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HIGHLY WELCOME GUESTS IN THIS COUNTRY. 

WE KNOW THAT WHEREVER THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
HAPPENS TO BE IN THE WORLD HE IS ACCOMPANIED BY THE 
CONCEPT OF HIS OFFICE: THE WHITE HOUSE. MY HOUSE AND 
YOURS HAVE THE SAME COLOR - WHITE. BUT IT (MY HOUSE) 

IS TOO SMALL TO HOST A EESTIVE GATHERING IN YOUR HONOR. 
THEREFORE I HAVE INVITED YOU ABOARD THIS WHITE SHIP. 

THE BANKS OF THE RIVER ARE PASSING BY OUTSIDE. THINGS 
ARE "IN FLUX." WE ARE SAILING AGAINST THE TIDE - BUT 
THE FARTHER WE SAIL ON THIS TRULY EUROPEAN RIVER THE 
BETTER THE OUTLOOK BECOMES. THIS CORRESPONDS TO A 
POLITICAL HOPE, A POLITICAL GOAL. IT IS OUR HOPE AND 
OUR GOAL TO CREATE A SOLIDLY EOUNDED, STRONG EUROPE, 
THAT, JOINTLY WITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

ASSURES A FUTURE OF PEACE AND FREEDOM. 

THE CLOSER WE GET TO EUROPE, THE BETTER THE OUTLOOK 
BECOMES. MUCH HAS ALREADY BEEN ACCOMPLISHED. THE 
PEOPLE OE BRITAIN HAVE UNEQUIVOCALLY AND ULTIMATELY 
OPTED EOR EUROPE. EUROPEAN POLITICAL COOPERATION HAS 
SHOWN NEW POSSIBILITIES TO BUILD UP EUROPE INSTITUTION- 
ALLY. MUCH STILL REMAINS TO BE DONE. ALL COUNTRIES OF 
THE WESTERN WORLD HAVE TO STRUGGLE WITH ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS. BUT TO AN EVER INCREASING EXTENT THE VIEW 
PREVAILS THAT INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES ALONE CANNOT MASTER 
THESE DIFEICULTIES. THE TALKS THAT THE EEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT CONDUCTED DURING THESE DAYS MAKE IT CLEAR 
THAT THE WILL FOR COMMON EFFORT IS GAINING GROUND. 

EUROPE IS HEADING FOR A COORDINATION OF ITS VARIOUS 
ECONOMIC POLICIES. THIS IS FURTHER IMPORTANT PROGRESS. 
FROM THE DIFEICULTIES THEMSELVES WE GAIN INSIGHTS AND 
POWER TO OVERCOME THEM. EUROPE ALONE WILL NOT BE ABLE 
TO MASTER PRESENT-DAY ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. ONLY IF WE 
COORDINATE OUR EFEORTS WITH THOSE OF THE UNITED STATES 
WILL WE BE SUCCESSFUL. AND THIS WILL STRENGTHEN THE 
CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE BENEFITS AND MEANING OF ATLANTIC 
PARTNERSHIP ON BOTH SIDES OF THE ATLANTIC. ATLANTIC 
COOPERATION HAS EROM THE BEGINNING BEEN A NECESSITY 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 BONN 12080 01 OF 02 272330Z 

FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OE SECURITY. TODAY IT IS ALSO 
AN ECONOMIC NECESSITY. 

MR. PRESIDENT, YOU ARE COMING TO OUR COUNTRY AT A VERY 
SIGNIFICANT TIME. IN A FEW DAYS THE FINAL PHASE OF THE 
CONFERENCE OF SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE STARTS 
IN HELSINKI. THE NEGOTIATIONS IN GENEVA HAVE BECOME 
EXEMPLARY OF THE POSSIBILITIES FOR CONSTRUCTIVE WESTERN 
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COOPERATION. 

THESE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE ALSO SHOWN - AND YOUR PERSONAL 
ATTENDANCE IN HELSINKI, MR. PRESIDENT, WILL IMPRESSIVE- 
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LY DEMONSTRATE THIS BEPORE THE ENTIRE WORLD - THAT 
AMERICA AND EUROPE ARE INSEPARABLY UNITED, THAT ONE 
CANNOT DISCUSS SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE 
WITHOUT THE PARTICIPATION OP THE UNITED STATES. THE 
ATLANTIC ALLIANCE BELONGS TO WESTERN EUROPE. 

THIS CONPERENCE IN HELSINKI SHOULD BE A FURTHER STEP 
TOWARD DETENTE. THE DOCUMENTS TO BE SIGNED FORM A 
FRAMEWORK WHICH IN THE FUTURE MUST BE FILLED IN BY 
AGREEMENTS AND BY CONCRETE ACTS. EACH SIGNATORY STATE 
WILL THEN BE ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE ITS UNDERSTANDING OF 
DETENTE. IN THIS MANNER IT WILL BE JUDGED. NO ONE 
CAN HOPE MORE THAN THE GERMANS THAT THE HOPES CONNECTED 
WITH THE CONFERENCE WILL BE FULFILLED. BUT WE ARE 
AWARE THAT NO CONFERENCE CAN GUARANTEE OUR SECURITY. 
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THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE REMAINS THE BASIS OF OUR SECURITY. 

YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, HAVE ALREADY VISITED YOUR COUNTRY- 
MEN IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC. THE PRESENCE OF AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC AND IN BERLIN IS THE 
MOST OBVIOUS AND THE MOST IMPORTANT EXPRESSION OF THE 
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FACT THAT THE SECURITY OF THE UNITED STATES AND EUROPE 
ARE INSEPARABLE. FOR THE WEST THERE IS BUT ONE SECU- 
RITY. THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC CONTRIBUTES TO GUARANTEEING 
THIS lOINT SECURITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LIMITS OF 
ITS STRENGTH. 

HOWEVER, THE AMERICAN CONTRIBUTION IS AND WILL REMAIN 
IRREPLACEABLE. EVEN A COMPREHENSIVE EUROPEAN UNION, 

OF THE KIND WHICH THE STATES OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
HAVE SET AS A GOAL, CANNOT RENOUNCE THE ATLANTIC 
BOND. THANKS ARE DUE TO THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT FOR 
HAVING HELD UNWAVERINGLY TO THIS POLICY. THIS IS WHY 
MORE THAN 400,000 AMERICAN CITIZENS LIVE WITH US, AS 
SOLDIERS, CIVILIAN OFFICIALS, DEPENDENTS. YOU CAN TAKE 
IT FOR GRANTED, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT WE, PRIVATE CITI- 
ZENS AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, WILL STRIVE TO ENSURE 
THAT YOUR COUNTRYMEN FEEL AT HOME AMONG US. THEY ARE 
OUR FRIENDS AND GUESTS AND THE GOOD COMRADES OF GERMAN 
SOLDIERS: AT THE SAME TIME, THEY LIVE IN A DIFFERENT 
COUNTRY WITH A DIFFERENT LANGUAGE AND DIFFERENT HABITS. 
THAT, WHEN IT LASTS A LONG TIME, IS NOT EASY. THERE- 
FORE, MR. PRESIDENT, AS THE HIGHEST REPRESENTATIVE OF 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND OF ALL AMERICANS IN GERMANY, 
WHO ARE HERE EOR REASONS OF OUR COMMON SECURITY, I 
WOULD LIKE TO SAY VERY SIMPLY AND SINCERELY, "THANK 
YOU." 

YOU SEE, MR. PRESIDENT, WE HAVE MANY REASONS TO BE 
HAPPY ABOUT YOUR VISIT. WE ARE HAPPY. ONCE AGAIN: 

A HEARTY WELCOME ABOARD THE "WHITE SHIP." 

KLIEFORTH 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPEECHES, SOCIAL RECEPTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BONN12080 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750259-0374 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975071 7/aaaaaowc.tel 

Line Count: 212 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 FEB 2003 by Thomas VJ>; APPROVED <15 MAR 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SPEECH BY GERMAN PRESIDENT SCHEEL AT FORD DINNER 
TAGS: OVIP, PFOR, (FORD, GERALD R), (SCHEEL, WALTER) 

To: USIA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



